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NEWSLETTER
PROMOTING KNOWLEDGE, AVIATION SAFETY AND CO-OPERATING WITH
AUTHORITIES WORLDWIDE

PRESIDENT´S WORDS
President Mikkel Drescher.
The year 2020 is a year we will never forget.
What we thought would be a great year with an
expansion of activities for IFISA, turned upside
down in March when the corona pandemic
threw the world of aviation off of its feet.
Despite the pandemic, IFISA has worked all
year to enhance our influence and recognition.
This has surely not been an easy task when all
of the normal conferences, meetings and
assemblies were cancelled or postponed to
2021.

On the bright side, we successfully managed to
hold our first and hopefully only online General
Assembly.
It was good to see so many of you under these
unusual terms.
3 of our board members chose to leave the
board after several years of service and I would
like to say thank you to the Board Members
that resigned.
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PRESIDENT´S WORDS
President Mikkel Drescher.
Slawomir Balazy, a huge thank you seems
like it is not enough.
Thank you for your hard work, within the
board as well as on our Licensing
Workgroup. I wish you all the best in the
future.
Daniel Klepp, thank you for the work you
have put into organizing our Assemblies
and Seminars.
Jim Nauss, thank you for your work within
the board and on our social media group.

The aviation industry is in a historical crisis,
and yet we still have companies willing to
support us. For that, we are truly grateful. So
a huge thank you to our sponsors and
corporate members, we would not be able to
achieve what we do without your support.
Thank you!!
Last but not least thank you to the Executive
Board you are the driving force of IFISA.
The coronavirus has tried to put IFISA on
hold, it will not succeed! I truly believe 2021
will be a better year for all of us in IFISA and
within the aviation industry.
With this, I wish you all happy holidays and a
happy new year.

I am happy to welcome our 3 new
dedicated board members and I believe we
will take IFISA to the next level.
We are still looking for working members for
our Working Group on Drones, and if any of
you have an interest in this please send a
mail
to
Oliver
Wessollek
at
vicepresident@ifisa.info who is the driving
force in this group.

Mikkel Drescher
IFISA President
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ZFIS GERMANY GOES DIGITAL

A connection of the system to the AFTN is
planned in the near future, which will give the
FISOs access to all VFR flight plans and
facilitates a better data exchange with the AIS,
controlled airports and ACCs as well as foreign
FIS partners.

After the successful centralization of
all flight information services in
Germany, the next step to optimize
and improve the flight information
service has been taken.
zFIS (Centralized Flight Information Service)
introduced a new paperless strip system
named

EKOFIS

(Elektronischer

Kontrollstreifen zFIS) on December 9th, 2020,
which catapulted them into the digital age.
l

With this milestone, the flight information
service is now future-proof and corresponds to
a contemporary and modern service.
Due to the partial automation, from now on it
will be easier to create and manage flight
strips. Moreover, an improved data transfer
between

the

FIS

working

positions

is

achieved. In addition, the faster access to all
data from the supervisor position provides a
better support for search and rescue activities.
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WELCOME TO SVALBARD AIRPORT
l

The land area is 61,022 km2 (23,561 sq
mi), and dominated by the island of
Spitsbergen, which constitutes more than
half the archipelago, followed by
Nordaustlandet and Edgeøya.
All
settlements are located on Spitsbergen,
except the meteorological outposts on
Bjørnøya and Hopen. The two largest
settlements are Longyearbyen (2100
people), and Barentsburg (450 people).
The mining town Svea hosts about 50
workers and has its own airport Svea
ENSA. Ny Ålesund is a former mining
town, and is now hosting up to 180
researchers and scientists. It has its own
airport Hamnerabben ENAS. Svea and
Ny Ålesund has around 3 scheduled
Dornier Flights every week.

The islands were first used as a whaling
base by whalers who sailed far north in
pursuit of whales for blubber in the 17th
and 18th centuries, after which they were
abandoned. Coal mining started at the
beginning of the 20th century, and
several permanent communities were
established. The Norwegian Store
Norske and the Russian Arktikugol
remain the only mining companies in
place. Research and tourism have
become
important
supplementary
industries, with the University Centre in
Svalbard (UNIS) and the Svalbard Global
Seed Vault playing critical roles. No
roads connect the settlements; instead
snowmobiles, aircraft and boats serve
inter-community transport. Svalbard
Airport, Longyear serves as the main
gateway.
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SVALBARD AFIS

SVALBARD AIRPORT
Svalbard Airport, Longyear (IATA: LYR,
ICAO: ENSB; Norwegian: Svalbard
lufthavn, Longyear) is the main airport
serving Svalbard in Norway. It is 5 km
(3.1 mi) northwest of Longyearbyen on
the west coast, and is the northernmost
airport in the world with scheduled public
flights.
The
first
airport
near
Longyearbyen was constructed during
World War II. In 1959, it was first used
for occasional flights, but could only be
used a few months a year. Construction
of the new airport started in 1973, and
the airport was opened on 2 September,
1975. It is owned and operated by stateowned Avinor.
In 2019, the airport handled 166,787
passengers
(5028
movements).
Scandinavian Airlines and Norwegian
operates flights to Tromsø and Oslo in
mainland Norway. Lufttransport provides
services to the two other airports on
Svalbard: Ny-Ålesund and Svea, using
Dornier Do 228 turboprop aircraft. There
are also regular charter flights. In
addition there are two Super Puma
helicopters stationed in Longyearbyen,
mainly for SAR operations, police
operations (ex polar bear surveillance)

Longyear AFIS operates the tower for
Svalbard airport, and provides flight
information and alerting services for
the Svalbard airspace GND to FL105,
except Svea TIZ and Ny Ålesund TIZ
which have their own AFIS operators.
AFIS
operators
in
Svalbard:
Longyearbyen 7, Svea 3, Ny Ålesund
2. The airport at Svea is operated by
Store Norske Spitsbergen Kullkompani,
and Ny Ålesund are operated by
Kingsbay AS, these are not part of
Avinors operations.

THE SVALBARD LIFE
Svalbard is a polar area, with mostly
cold weather, the polar night last from
appx 15. November to 15. February,
and from 15. April to 15. September
you can observe the midnight sun.
Svalbard hosts about 500 polar bears,
and therefor you cant leave the
settlements without bringing protection,
such as weapons and flare guns. In
winter you can experience the Island
on snowmobile or ski, and during
summer you could use boat.
Longyearbyen is a modern city, with 1
food store, car store, snowmobile
store, 5 sporting goods stores, 5 hotels
and 13 restaurants. And of course has
its own school, cinema and swimming
pool.
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POLAND SUPPORTING INTEGRATION
OF
MANNED
AND
UNMANNED
AVIATION

The Polish Air Navigation Services
Agency and its technological partners
have launched PansaUTM – a system
addressing the needs of UAV operators,
ANSP’s and ATS personnel. The tool
provides situational awareness and
simplifies and digitalizes UAVs flight
coordination processes.

l

Launched on March 2nd 2020 in Poland,
PansaUTM is the first one in Europe and one
of world’s first national operational UAS traffic
management/air
traffic
management
(UTM/ATM) systems used by ATS operational
personnel on a daily basis. After one year of
certification with the Civil Aviation Authority of
Poland, PansaUTM obtained a positive
decision for operational use in the Polish
CTRs and FIS Sectors. Currently the
implementation is completed on 14/15 civil
active TWRs and 5/ 5 FIS Sectors.

The PansaUTM facilitates the UAV flight
coordination process, providing information on
drone operators, their certificates and
registered drones - if needed - to assess flight
requests. The system with the dFPL (drone
Flight Plan) functionality also allows for
electronic creation of VLOS and BVLOS
missions in accordance with applicable laws
and regulations taking into account terrain
and airspace structures and operational
limitations within specific airspace.
The tool also allows for fast, digital, nonverbal communication between ATCO’s /
FISO’s and drone operators. It enables drone
operators to check flight possibility in a given
area, digitally submit a flight plan and obtain
permission to fly if it does not threaten the
safety of aircraft. For air traffic controllers,
PansaUTM provides information about drone
flights planned in the vicinity of international
airports
(CTRs)
along
with
simple
authorisation/non authorisation tools. The
ATCO has also dynamic geofencing tools and
can create alert zones which would order
drone pilots to land in a given area. It also
supports other emergency situation such as
possibility to report lost connection with the
drone by the operator to alert the ATC in
seconds.
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Communications are conducted via a
Controller-Drone Data Link Communication
(CDDLC), the drone equivalent of the CPDLC
system.
This
allows
PansaUTM
to
communicate with the drone pilot and boost
safety by enabling a quick reaction is needed.
In order to communicate with the Air Traffic
Controller via the UTM system, drone
operators use a dedicated mobile app
integrated with the UTM system.
The system supports flexible use of airspace
(FUA) visualization. It combines static and
dynamic data related to UAVs from different
sources, including NOTAMS, and all the data
is updated in real time.
The system supports both VLOS and BVLOS
flights and automatically checks to see if the
drone operator has received all the necessary
approvals from the CAA for the flight. And it
has also been integrated with an ACM,
Automatic Capacity Management function,
which allows flight requests in certain
conditions to be answered automatically
depending on the flight plan and any potential
conflicts identified at an early stage.

The AMC function is fully personalized and
depends on the decision of each ATS Unit. In
Poland, the functions is being configured on
the basis of years of experience to filter the
operations to those which could be approved
automatically, and those which require ATC
attention. This allows to reduce ATCO
workload by 75% without compromising the
safety.
PansaUTM met a very positive feedback from
UAV users in Poland. Using PansaUTM is
valuable for them also from a perspective of
responsible airspace users. Their operations
are now visible by ATC and ATS units with an
equal communication provided. In 2020, more
than 10 000 pre-tactical flight authorizations
were made by dedicated PANSA staff via
PansaUTM and 240 000 check-ins were
submitted by UAV operators.
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Meet PansaUTM system:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89iqceepsss&t=190s
For more information on PansaUTM and U-Space programme at the Polish Air
Navigation Services Agency please visit:
www.pansa.pl/en/u-space/
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ONE YEAR OF OUR NEWSLETTER
Social media team.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !!!
l

This year we are celebrating the first year of life of our
newsletter, and even though this 2020 has been a difficult
year we are proud to continue on board adding new
members to our team.
Remember we are always happy to hear back from you and
you are always more than welcome to share with us.
Stay informed!
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SEE YOU IN OUR NEXT EDITION!

Edited by Daniela Cid Vera
and Priscila Tapia Klapp
secretary@ifisa.info
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